WELCOME
Welcome to ’s-Hertogenbosch, the Most Hospitable Dutch City of 2010! The townspeople welcome you with open arms. Cheerfulness and hospitality go without saying in the café-life of ’s-Hertogenbosch. Come and eat Bossche Bollen, dine in medieval surroundings and go and enjoy the dazzling nightlife and then, if you feel you haven’t seen enough, book a room for the night in this historic fortified city. We have put together a number of special hotel-package-deals. 
Come, try it, enjoy and discover! Allow yourself to be embraced by nostalgia and conviviality in this historic fortified city that, through the centuries, has managed to keep its medieval character.

SHORT HISTORY

Normally speaking, people say Den Bosch, but officially it is ’s-Hertogenbosch, which means 'the Dukes forest'. The duke in question was Hendrik I of Brabant and in 1185 he granted ’s-Hertogenbosch a charter to become a city with rights to act as a commercial centre. Very often walls were built to protect towns and cities from foreign army's and criminals wanting to plunder them. 
In the case of ’s-Hertogenbosch earthworks and bastions began to appear. In ’s-Hertogenbosch one can still find large parts of these fortifications.  

Within the city walls ’s-Hertogenbosch has largely kept the form it had in the Middle Ages. The late-gothic cathedral of Saint Jan, the classical town hall and the brick built house, De Moriaan serve as a reminder of times long past, just as do the winding and staggered streets with their merchants houses and warehouses. 

MOST HOSPITABLE CITY IN THE NETHERLANDS 2010

In 2010 ’s-Hertogenbosch was proclaimed the Most Hospitable City in the Netherlands. This is the result of a large double consumer survey done by Spronsen and Partners, advisors to the catering industry, and the Dutch Tourist Board during the summer. In the 21 largest towns in the Netherlands visitors were asked to evaluate that town’s hospitality. In the survey 8000 visitors gave feedback on 27 different aspects of the towns they were in. These covered Friendliness and Safety, Accessibility and Information, Town and Architecture and the Catering Industry and Leisure activities. ‘s-Hertogenbosch scored above average. The diversity of restaurants and cafes and the abundance of pavement cafes in particular are greatly valued. Rein de Laat, managing director of the Regional Tourist Board Meierij and Northeast Brabant said, “This is what we, together with many groups in the city, have for many years been working hard for. We are proud of this title. Hospitality in ‘s-Hertogenbosch has the Brabant accent.”

SHOPPING

The historic city centre forms a beautiful decor for your day of shopping! The three main shopping streets come together at the triangular market place. The Market nowadays still is a cosy place to shop and enjoy true ‘Bosch’ products. On Wednesday and Saturday the Market has a rich diversity of merchandise. On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays the Market trades biological products.   
However, do not forget to visit the narrow winding streets to the left and right of you. You will be astounded by what you see. A shop with trinkets and curios, another with the most delicious Italian delicacies, exclusive women's fashion, interior decorations and lovely shops with products to pamper your skin and hair. This is just a small selection of the varied shops that ’s-Hertogenbosch has to offer!

Meanwhile you can enjoy something nice to drink with a ‘Bossche Bol’ or a delicious lunch in one of the cafes and restaurants which ‘s-Hertogenbosch has in abundance. Spend a glorious day strolling through the small picturesque streets in which the city’s history still can be seen. You can easily walk from one shop to another, because most areas within the compact city centre are carfree. 

CULINARY
Step into Burgundian ’s-Hertogenbosch! Culinary pleasure is one of the things for which the city is well known. There is an amazingly divers selection of café-restaurants, restaurants and pavement-cafes. In short there is a wide choice for a successful meal and it’s not a surprise that in 2010 the city was chosen as Capital of Taste. Come to ’s-Hertogenbosch and taste for yourself why it was awarded the title.

Good food and drink in a pleasant atmosphere sits at the very heart of the culinary character of ’s-Hertogenbosch. A wide choice of convivial restaurants and cafes nestle in the city’s centuries-old streets in which you can experience a real Burgundian evening.

Activities
One of the most important monuments in ’s-Hertogenbosch is the beautiful St. Jans’ Cathedral which was built between 1370 and 1529.  The Binnendieze is a small canal system through the city that flows underneath the city centre. Many visitors find themselves pleasantly surprised by the exciting waterway, its unique stillness and the beautiful bridge archways. 

The impressive Town Hall dates from 1670 but parts of it go back to the Middle Ages. Actually the Town Hall consists of three houses joined together. It is located at the Market, just like the Moriaan, one of the oldest brick houses in The Netherlands. The city also has a lot to offer outside of the centre. ’s-Hertogenbosch is a fortified city with a history that goes far back to the time of Dukes, conquest and cannons. The old fortifications still form the boundary between the historic city-centre and the rest of the city.
At the border of the city you can also visit the beautiful nature park ‘Bossche Broek’.

Besides the monuments and nature there is also plenty to see in ‘s-Hertogenbosch for art lovers. From historical to modern, you can find it all! The North Brabant Museum, the Carnival Museum and the Jheronimus Bosch Art Center give you a peek into history, while the Stedelijk Museum (SM’s) and the Stok-Kruithuis pay more attention to modern art. The Stedelijk Museum is located in the modern city district “Het Paleiskwartier” (Palace Quarter) where you can admire renewing forms of  architecture! 
EVENTS
The Events of ’s-Hertogenbosch are known for there inexhaustible cosines, atmosphere and sociability. Everyone is welcome during Carnival, Festival Boulevard, Jazz in Duketown and more. You can find an up to date overview of all events on www.vvvdenbosch.nl. 
STAY THE NIGHT

If you would like to stay and enjoy the city for longer the Tourist Board will be happy to help you booking a hotel room, a Bed and Breakfast, a holiday home or a camping site of which 
s-Hertogenbosch has many. There is something for everyone, at a range of prices. The Tourist Board would be pleased to help you find the right accommodation. Tired but happy we can rest our weary heads. On www.vvvdenbosch.nl you can find a complete overview of all accommodation possibilities. 

